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In January 2004 the Texas
Comptroller's Office began
tracking "Manifiestos" -- requests
for sales tax refunds on items
purchased by Mexican citizens or
for export into Mexico.
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The McAllen Economic Index continued its general pattern of increase in November 2012 rising to 176.8 up from 176.2 in October, and up 2.3% from
the November 2011 MEI of 172.8.

Key Points

Increases in general spending and auto spending, hotel/motel tax receipts, and bridge crossings, along with continued unemployment rate decline
provided the upside support for the index in November even as the margin of year-over-year employment growth narrowed. Inflation-adjusted taxable
spending per sales tax receipts in the four-city metro area was up a stout 10.3% in November compared to November 2011, and is now up a solid 7%
for the year-to-date through November compared to the same period in 2011.
Employment growth has flatted in recent months in the McAllen metro area; the November 2012 payroll employment estimate was down by a
statistically insignifant 100 jobs compared to November of a year ago. However, the November 2011 payroll employment estimate was up by a stout
4% compared to November of the prior year, so overall employment remains at a generally high level even though the rate of growth has slowed,
hopefully only temporarily.
Auto sales continue to improve sharply with real (inflation-adjusted) spending on new and used automobiles up by over 16% in November, and up by
17% for the YTD through November.
Hotel/motel tax receipts in the city of McAllen posted a hefty increase in November, up by well over 30% year-over-year. Even at that, though, the
November hotel/motel tax collection total was still down compared to the peak years of 2007 and 2008 prior to the onset of the recession which cut
fairly deeply into metro area hotel/motel activity.
Construction activity as reflected by building permit valuations was down by about 20% in November compared to November of a year ago; however,
the November 2011 total was up by over 40% compared to November of the prior year, so in that context the November 2012 figure is less
troublesome. Building permit totals remain slightly higher for the year with the total valuation through November up by about 2.4% compared to the
January-November 2011 period.
Housing construction activity was up modestly for the month, with three more permits issued across the metro area compared to November of a year
ago. For the year-to-date, however, home building appears poised to post its 2nd straight year of decline after the recovery year of 2010.
Home sales were down for the month, but remain solidly higher for the year as a whole. The November average price was down by over 11%
compared to November of a year ago; however, that quite likely simply represents some random volatility (the September and October monthly
averages were up by 17% and 12%, respectively, year-over-year). For the year-to-date through November the nominal (unadjusted for inflation)
average home sale price is generally flat compared to year-ago levels.

