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- The McAllen Economic Index improved slightly in August for the second straight month increasing to 185.9, 
up from 185.8 in July but still down 1.0% from the August 2016 MEI of 187.7.  
- If not for the residential real estate sector of the McAllen metro area economy the index would almost certainly 
be in decline as most components of the index continue to register year-over-year weakness moving through the 
third quarter of 2017.  However, existing home sales and prices, along with modest employment gains are 
propping up the index at present -- but it may not last.
- Home sales were sharply higher again in August with the number of closed sales up by 47% compared to 
August of a year ago up by 19% for the year-to-date.  Both the August monthly and year-to-date sales totals are 
records for those time periods.  The August monthly average price was down slightly compared to August of a 
year ago, which in turn was up by over 12% year-over-year.  The average through August, however, is over 8% 
higher than the average price through August of a year ago.
- The real (inflation-adjusted) total dollar volume of residential real estate activity is also at record levels in 
August and through the first eight months of the year, posting 42% and 26% year-over-year increases, 
respectively.
- The metro area continues to add jobs at a modest pace according to current Texas Workforce Commission 
estimates with payroll employment up by 1.8% in August compared to August of a year ago, reflecting the 
addition of an estimated 4,500 jobs over the last 12 months.  Of that net job growth, 2,900 were added to the 
"education and health services" category, which likely means largely health services jobs (public education jobs 
are considered "state government" employment).
- Elsewhere, however, most other components of the McAllen Economic Index continue to post year-over-year 
negatives.  General real spending per August sales tax receipts in McAllen, Edinburg, Mission, and Pharr down 
by over 6% year-over-year; for the year-to-date real taxable spending is off by nearly 5% compared to the first 
eight months of 2016.
- Auto sales activity is on the wane as well with inflation-adjusted spending on new and used motor vehicles 
down by 8.8% for the month and 6.6% for the year-to-date.
- Construction activity per monthly building permit valuations was down by double-digit percentage points in 
August for the fifth straight month compared to huge numbers from a year ago.  August real permit valuations 
were down by 23% compared to August of a year ago, which in turn was up by 36% compared to August of the 
previous year, and the total for the year-to-date was down by 29% compared to the first eight months of a year 
ago, which in turn was up by over 90% compared to the prior year.
- Single-family housing construction is faring some better with the number of new permits issued in the four 
cities unchanged through August 2017 compared to year-ago levels, and up very slightly for the month of 
August.

* With the exception of the average monthly home sale price, all economic indicators expressed in dollar form above are adjusted for in�ation by 
restating prior periods in current dollars


